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Gold Prospectors Newsletter 
South West Washington Gold Prospectors Association, Portland Gold Prospectors,  Mid Valley Prospectors. 
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Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors 

The Big Raffle 
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Newsletter  
 Greetings, I would like to intro-duce myself as your new news-letter editor. First I would like to take a moment to thank every-one in the club for the oppor-tunity to serve in a small way by preparing the monthly newslet-ter.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any ideas or articles for future editions. Regards, Mark Mattila 

3D\�'LUW 
 :H�ZLOO�KDYH�DSSUR[�����EDJV�RI�SD\�GLUW�DW�WKH�)HE���WK�PHHWLQJ 3D\�GLUW�ZLOO�21/<�EH�VROG�GXULQJ�WKH�EUHDN��OLPLW���EDJ�SHU�SHUVRQ�ILUVW�FRPH�EDVLV� ,I�\RX�KDG�GLUW�UHVHUYHG�DW�&KULVWPDV�DQG�KDYH�QRW�SLFNHG�LW�XS�FRQWDFW�6WHYH�/HZLQ ��-���-���-���� 



 SWWGP MONTHLY MEETING  The Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors’ meetings are the second Sunday of every month beginning at 2:00 pm at:    Minnehaha Grange Hall #164    4905 Northeast St Johns Road    Vancouver, Washington  All interested parties are invited to attend the monthly meetings. There will be op-portunities to learn about prospecting laws, methods and equipment as well as hands-on demonstrations and practice. There are also outings to enjoy the pleas-ures of gold prospecting and the great outdoors.  Become a member of the Southwest Washington Chapter of the Gold Prospectors’ Association of America.  GPAA membership is not required to be a member and SWWGP membership is FREE!  For information contact:  Debbie Witcher – Chapter President,   rh82065@hotmail.com or 503-849-5109 or visit  www.swwgoldprospectors.org 

President Debbie Witcher 360-635-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com 
Vice President Steve Lewin 971-211-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Ken Didier 360-604-2701 ky02kid@peoplepc.com 
Secretary Vacant   
Claims Chair Steve Lewin 971-211-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com 
Education Chair Steve Lewin 971-211-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com 
Equipment Manager Randy Harper 503-849-5109 rh82065@hotmail.com 
Hospitality The Fests 360-465-2393 famfest@wwest.net 
Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-254-9309 koppi@comcast.net 
Outings Steve Lewin 971-211-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com 
Sunshine Pat Staat 360-798-9499 healingsprings@centurylink.com 
T-Shirts/Clothing Maurine Koppi   
Website Manager Patti Long   
Newsletter Editor Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook,com 
Membership Chair Richard Pluff jr   
Library & Name Tags Dave Conti   
Fundraising  Coordinators Steve Lewin Debbie Witcher  971-211-5996 360-635-3215 goldpan123@yahoo.com ddwitcher@yahoo.com 
Historian Vacant   
Laws & Regulations Vacant   
Sergeant at Arms Chair Daniel Keese   
Facebook Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com 
GPAA State Director Oregon & Washington Steve Lewin 971-211-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com 
    

Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors Board of Directors  Albany Sportsman Show 
Volunteers needed Setup Friday Feb. 19th Show dates Saturday Feb. 20th and Sun-day Feb. 21st; Sign up sheets at the sign in table or con-tact Steve Lewin 1-971-212-5996  
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Gold and Treasure Show  *ROG�DQG�7UHDVXUH�6KRZ�FRPPLWWHH�PHHWLQJ   2XU�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�KHOG�DV�DQQRXQFHG�DQG�VFKHGXOHG�RQ�WKH���WK�RI�)HE� :H�KDG�DSSUR[�����PHPEHUV�SUHVHQW�IRUP�DOO�WKUHH�FOXEV� 5HSRUWV�ZH�JLYHQ�E\�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�FRPPLWWHH�FKDLUV   .HQ�'LGLHU�ZDV�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�D�IHZ�PRUH�KRWHOV�WR�WU\�DQG�JHW�WKH�EHVW�SURSRVDO�SRVVLEOH��,W�ORRNV�OLNH�-XELW]�ZLOO�EH�RXU�+RVW�KRWHO�XQOHVV�.HQ�JHWV�D�EHWWHU�SURSRVDO�E\�7XHV� �:H�QHHG�WR �JHW�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�*3$$�VR�ZH�FDQ�JHW�LW�RQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH �:H�QHHG�WR�KDYH����URRPV�PLQ�ERRNHG�WR�JHW�D�GLVFRXQW�RQ�WKH�PHHW��JUHHW��DQG�PLQJOH�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�)UL��$SULO��������   5RQ�.RSSL�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�KH�VSRNH�ZLWK�'UHZ�&DUQH\�FRQFHUQLQJ�ILOPLQJ�WKH�VKRZ� �:H�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�GHWDLOV�VLQFH�'UHZ�GRHV�QRW�ZRUN�RQ�ZHHN-HQGV�WR�VHH�ZKDW�ZH�FDQ�GR���0LNH�5HFK�ZLOO�ZRUN�RQ�VRPH�OHDGV�DV�ZHOO��0RUH�WR�IROORZ� :H�ZRXOG�OLNRQH �WR�JLYH�XV�OHDGV�RQ�ZKR�WR�FRQWDFW�IRU�ORFDO�FOXEV�DQG�QHZV�RXWOHWV� �&DOO�'DYH�DQG�0HOLQGD����-���-�����RU�5RQ�.RSSL����-���-�����ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ� -HUU\�-RKQV����-���-���� �LV�JRLQJ�WR�VXEPLW�VRPH�RQOLQH�6KRZ�QRWLFHV� :H�DUH�VWLOO�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�&OXE�VSRQVRUV�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�WKH�VKRZ��&RQWDFW�'HEELH�:LWFKHU ����-���-�����RU�5DQG\�+DUSHU����-���-�����ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RU�OHDGV�   :H�DUH�H[SHFWLQJ�RXU �SRVWHUV��IO\HUV��DQG�WLFNHWV�VRRQ�   )RU�WKH�*3$$�UDIIOH�ZH�GHFLGHG�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�VSOLW�WKH�GD\V�DQG�.HQ�'LGLHU�ZLOO�KDYH�D�WHDP�RQ�6DW�WKH��WK�DQG�0HOLQGD �'RUQLQJ�DQG�KHU�WHDP�ZLOO�WDNH�6XQ� �3OHDVH�FRQWDFW�WKHP�WR�JHW�VLJQHG�XS�WR�ZRUN�LQ�WKDW�DUHD�   6WHYH�/HZLQ �JDYH�D�VHFXULW\�UHSRUW��KH�QHHGV���-���SHUVRQV�VLJQHG�XS�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�KLP��-LP�(ULFNVRQ��'DOH�/RQJ�DQG�5LFKDUG�5XWK�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�DVVLVWLQJ�KLP�   :H�QHHG�WR�JHW�YROXQWHHUV�VLJQHG�XS�IRU�VHW�XS�DQG�WDNH�GRZQ�   :H�FUHDWHG�D�IRRG�FRPPLWWHH��3RUWODQG�DQG�0LGYDOOH\�ZLOO�VLJQ�XS�UHSV��FXUUHQWO\�IRUP�6::*3�ZH�KDYH�-HDQQH�*HLJ��0DXULQH�.RSSL�DQG�%HWW\�(ULFNVRQ��%HWW\�ZLOO�EH�WKH�OHDG�RQ�WKDW�FRPPLWWHH�   (YHU\RQH�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�VHFXUH�YHQGHUV�WR�VHQG�WR�*3$$�IRU�DSSURYDO�   5DQG\�+DUSHU�LV�ZRUNLQJ�WR�JHW�FHOHEV��KHU� �%RR�&RR�LV�IRU�VXUH� �+H�ZDV�JLYHQ�D�EXGJHW�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK� 0RUH�WR�IROORZ� :H�ZLOO�QHHG�DSSUR[����� �YROXQWHHUV�FRPELQHG�IURP�DOO���FOXEV� �6KLIWV�ZLOO�EH���KUV�RU�OHVV�� 6HH�\RXU�SURVSHFWLYH�FOXEV�IRU�VLJQ�XS��,W�LV�XS�WR�DOO�RI�XV�WR�PDNH�WKLV�D�VXFFHVV�DQG�KDYH�IXQ�WRR�   %URZQVYLOOH��PLGYDOOH\� �ZLOO�EH�ILOOLQJ�LQ�DV�PXFK�DV�SRVVLEOH�   '2$.�ZLOO�DJDLQ�SURYLGH �VSHFLDO�VKLUWV�IRU�RXU�YROXQWHHUV��*UHDW�VSRQVRU�WR�KDYH�RQ�ERDUG�   1H[W� PHHWLQJ�LV�VFKHGXOHG�IRU�0DUFK��WK�����R
FORFN�DW�WKH�JUDQJH� �$V�DOZD\V�PHHWLQJV�DUH�RSHQ�WR�DOO   �ZLOO�OHW�\RX�NQRZ�IRU�WKH�QHZVOHWWHU�DVDS�RQ�KRWHO��VKRXOG�NQRZ�WRPRUURZ   'HEELH�:LWFKHU �OHDG�DQG�OLDLVRQ�IRU�JROG�DQG�WUHDVXUH�VKRZ�FRPPLWWHH  )RRG�FR-FKDLUV�DUH�%HWW\�DQG�-HDQQH� 



5RFNHU�%R[����� 
 $IWHU�ZDWFKLQJ�DQ�HSLVRGH�RI�.HYLQ�+RDJODQG
V��*ROG�7UDLOV���,�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�P\�RZQ�URFNHU�ER[�  ,�ILJXUHG�D�WKUHH�IRRW�ER[�ZRXOG�EH�MXVW�DERXW�SHU�IHFW�IRU�P\�QHHGV�� ,�ZDQWHG�VRPHWKLQJ�,�FRXOG�UXQ�PDWHULDO�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�FODVVLILHG�WR�����LQFK�  $�WHQ�IRRW���[����LV�SOHQW\�ORQJ�HQRXJK�IRU�ZRRGHQ�SDUWV�� 8VLQJ�ZRRG�JOXH�DQG�VFUHZV�LW�WRRN�RQO\�D�IHZ�KRXUV�WR�SXW�WKH�ER[�WRJHWKHU�  7KH�WRS�IRRW�RI�WKH�EHG�LV�ULEEHG�UXEEHU�PDW�� 7KH�ERWWRP�WZR�IHHW�LV�EODFN�LQGRRU�RXWGRRU�FDUSHW�WRSSHG�E\�KDOI�LQFK�H[SDQGHG�PHWDO��KHOG�GRZQ�ZLWK�WZR�����LQFK�EROWV�ZLWK�ZDVKHUV�DQG�ZLQJ�QXWV��$�VKHHW�PHWDO�SODWH�DW�WKH�WRS�DFWV�DV�D�GH�IOHFWRU��GLUHFWLQJ�PDWHULDO�WR�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�ER[�   7RWDO�FRVW�RI�PDWHULDO�LV�OHVV�WKDQ�WKLUW\�GROODUV��,�DP�KDSS\�ZLWK�WKH�ZD\�LW�WXUQHG�RXW�DQG�FDQ
W�ZDLW�WR�XVH�LW�   UHVSHFWIXOO\�VXEPLWWHG�E\�1RUP�(ULFNVRQ �������������� 

5RFN�0H�&RUQHU 
By Rockhound Rick 
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W�/LFN�7KDW�5RFN&RORUDGRLWH�LV�D�UHFHQWO\�
GLVFRYHUHG�FU\VWDOOLQH�PLQHUDO�RULJLQDWLQJ�LQ�
PDJPD�YHLQV��7KH�PLQHUDO�LV�D�PHUFXU\�WHOOXULGH�
FRPSRXQG�IRUPHG�ZKHQ�PHUFXU\�IXVHV�ZLWK�WHO�
OXULXP��DQRWKHU�H[WUHPHO\�WR[LF�DQG�UDUH�PHWDO��
&RORUDGRLWH�WKHUHIRUH�SRVHV�D�GRXEO\�WR[LF�
WKUHDW�WR�DQ\RQH�GDULQJ�WR�KDQGOH�LW��7KH�FRPEL�

QDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WZR�HOHPHQWV�SRVHV�WKH�ULVN�RI�VH�
ULRXV�SRLVRQLQJ�LI�FDUHOHVVO\�KDQGOHG��,I�KHDWHG�
RU�FKHPLFDOO\�DOWHUHG��GHDGO\�YDSRU�DQG�GXVW�LV�
UHOHDVHG�E\�WKLV�VWUDQJH�PLQHUDO��,QWHUHVWLQJO\��
WKH�PLQHUDO�PD\�EH�PLQHG�IRU�LWV�WHOOXULXP�FRQ�
WHQW��7HOOXULXP�PLQHUDOV�PD\�FRPELQH�ZLWK�JROG��
EXW�ZHUH�SUHYLRXVO\�QRW�UHFRJQL]HG��,Q�D�VWUDQJH�
WZLVW�RI�IDWH��WKH�VWUHHWV�RI�.DOJRRULH�LQ�$XVWUDOLD�
ZHUH�PLQHG�LQ�D�EL]DUUH�JROG�UXVK�DIWHU�WKH�UHDOL�
]DWLRQ�WKDW�JROG-EHDULQJ�WHOOXULGHV�KDG�EHHQ�
XVHG�WR�ILOO�SRWKROHV�� 
3OHDVH�VXEPLW�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�URFNV�WR�
FKLSSHU��#RXWORRN�FRP 



6::*3�-DQXDU\�5DIIOH�:LQQHUV 

These are some of the lucky raffle winners from the Jan SWWGP Monthly Meeting.  The monthly raffle is a pri-mary source of funds for the club.  Your partic-ipation is appreciated whether as a delighted “nugget winner”, a raffle prize contributor or as a participant who buys a lot of tickets and pa-tiently sits and waits for your number to be called…..which never happens!!! 
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting SWWGP activities.  SWWGP members  may advertise free by submitting a business card. 

13809 SE Division Portland, OR 1-503-761-1521 
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PRESIDENT’s BLOG Portland Gold Prospectors Inc Please join us at the Milwaukie Grange on February 21st - 1:30pm, 2016 for our second meeting of the year.   We will be doing some panning training and practice as our meeting activity and plenty of gold bearing material from our TYROY claim will be available.   Bring your snuffer bottle and keep whatever you find.  We will also be discussing the up-coming Gold and Treasure Show at the Expo center (April 9—10, 2016) and will be looking for your help to make it a big success.   We are ex-pecting thousands of attendees and it should be a great event.  If you missed our January meeting, you missed our annual pot luck / banquet.   We had a rotation of the Officers and Board Members and handed out new 2016 membership cards to those present.  If you didn’t get your membership card, please contact Ken Burns and he can bring your new card to the February meeting.    I would like to give a HUGE THANK YOU to our outgoing President Dave Chiara.    Our Chapter is immensely thankful to him for his past two years of service and the great job he did.   Dave isn’t off the hook com-pletely though.  He will remain a Board Member for the next two years and will be a close advisor for me as I ramp up as your new PGPI chap-ter President for 2016—2017.       2016 is shaping up to be one heck of year.    We have created a calen-dar of events for the year and it is full of opportunities to learn and prac-tice  prospecting skills along with great social engagements with our sister GPAA chapters in Brownsville, Oregon and Vancouver, Washing-ton.   We hope to have record high attendance at this year’s events with both current and new members.  I want to close this blog with a few words that are not original but mean a lot to me.   Being part of the GPAA and learning to prospect is not just about the gold you find, but the adventure and lifelong friendships you develop along the way.  Jerry Johns, President—PGPI 

January 2016 Meeting Minutes Portland Gold Prospectors, Inc.,  Milwaukie Grange Hall, 12015 SE 22nd, Milwaukie, OR. 97222 Secretary’s Report for January17, 2016.  The PGPI Monthly Meeting was called to Order by President Dave Chiara at 1:30 pm. The membership recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by President Dave Chiara. Attendance:  55 members and guests were in attendance for meeting and Annual Banquet.  Approvals: Meeting minutes:  The Secretary read the December Meeting minutes. The President asked for a motion to approve the minutes. A motion was made, se-conded and passed to accept the minutes as read. Treasury report:  The Treasurer read the January report. The President asked for a mo-tion to approve the minutes. A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the minutes as read.  Business:  Dave Chiara introduced Randy Harper, the Past President of the Southwest Washington Chapter and several other SWWGP mem-bers.  Also in attendance was Steve Lewin, GPAA Oregon/Washington State Director. President’s Awards: At this time President Chiara handed out awards to various members for service to the association. Dave stated that with the end of this meeting he was retiring from the office.   Rotation of Officers: Jerry Johns, incoming President, gave a report on the up coming year’s outings. Looks like a fun time for all.  Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 2:15 for the Banquet, followed by the raffle.  Respectfully submitted, S. William Bench Acting Secretary   Next meeting:  February 21, 2016, at 1:30pm 
PGPI Monthly Meeting The Portland Gold Prospectors meetings are the third Sunday of every month beginning at 1:30 pm:    Milwaukie Grange Hall 12015 SE 22nd Milwaukie, OR 97267  All interested parties are invited to attend the monthly meetings.   Be-come a member of the Portland Gold Prospectors, Inc. a chapter of the Gold Prospectors of America.   For information contact Jerry Johns,  jerryjjohns@gmail.com or visit www.portlandgoldprospectors.org. 

 



2016 Portland Gold Prospectors Board of Directors President  Jerry Johns  503-686-9422 jerryjjohns@gmail.com Vice President  William Bench  503-708-4997 swbench@comcast.net Secretary  Melinda Dorning   mdorning@frontier.com Treasurer  Bev Parker  503-666-4301 bevpark@comcast.net Claims   Ken Burns  503/631-3071  cruisehl@yahoo.com  Board Members at Large 2016-2017:    Richard Ruth  503-663-9087 richard.ruth5@comcast.net   Mathew Barner  ���-���-���� PDWWKHZ�EDUQHU#JPDLO�FRP   David Chiara  503-285-8553 dmchiara@comcast.net    Elaine Ruth 503-663-9087 richard.ruth5@comcast.net Board Members at Large 2015-2016:    Clint Hurd 503-829-8553   Charles Foster 503-630-7669 fostercr@rconnects.com   Robert Burns   rdburns77@hotmail.com   Joe Weber    joeweb001@yahoo.com  Library  Joe Weber    joeweb001@yahoo.com Safety  Bob Casey  503-703-7448  casebob221@columbiacenter.org Hospitality  Elaine Ruth  503-663-9087 richard.ruth5@comcast.net Webmaster Aaron Jurgens  360-402-0771 aaron@ajcreative.net 
2016 Events Calendar Feb 19th – 21st: Sportsman show in Albany, OR   February 21st: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm – Panning practice (TYROY dirt available – bring your snuffer bottle and keep what you find) March 20th:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm April 9th – 10th:  Gold Show at the Expo Center April 17th:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm Late April or Early May (TBD):  Cape Disappointment – Joint outing; beach mining with SWWGP (Led by Rodney Chavez -we will align dates to tides as we get closer) May (TBD):  Work party, TYROY trip to prepare silting ponds & break through Caliche layer   May 15th: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm May 28th – June 12th:  TYROY prospecting.   Come for a few days or stay the whole two weeks.  (Tentative dates based on weather and water supply at site, mechanical digging will be available.) June 19th: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm June 25th:  Day Break Park   (no motorized prospecting, but battery operated high banking, sluicing and panning ok)  July 17th:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm July 19th (Tuesday): North Fork Santiam (non-motorized) prospecting.  Panning, sluicing only July 31st: Combined meeting/BBQ with SWWGP  Aug 6th: Lewisville, WA - Dredging, high banking, sluicing and panning with SWWGP Aug 7th: Daybreak, WA - Dredging, high banking, sluicing and panning with SWWGP Aug 12th – 15th: Yellow Jacket, WA Dredging, high banking, sluicing and panning with SWWGP August 21st: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm Aug 26th — 28th:  PGPI Garage sale.  (May try a 2nd location if enough items are left after initial weekend) Sept 3rd — 4th:  Copper Creek prospecting – dredging, high banking, panning.   (One or both days) September 18th: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm September 25th:  North Fork Santiam prospecting (Non-motorized) September/October (TBD): TYROY trip – Reclamation work and opportunity to bring dirt back. October (TBD):   Cape Disappointment – Joint outing; beach mining with SWWGP  (Led by Rodney Chavez -we will align event date to tides as we get closer) October 23rd:  PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm November 20th: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm December 18th: PGPI monthly meeting 1:30pm 

GOLD PANNING IS COMING The pictures on this page sure make it hard to wait for spring so we can get back to prospect-ing.  Be sure to check the PGPI 2016 Events Calendar below and the 2016 Oregon and Washington GPAA Chapters Calendar of Activi-ties on Page 3. 



Gold in Oregon   In Douglas County, check out the areas around Myrtle and Cow creek. Quines and Last Chance Creeks, along with the South Umpqua River and all waters that drain into it have been producers. Both placers and lodes have been worked here, along with numerous hydraulic operations.  Jackson County is a great area to prospect. Well over ½ million ounces of gold have come from this county since its initial discovery in 1852. Check out the Applegate River, along with Sterling, Palmer, Willow, and Elk Creeks. Gold can be found in all waters in this area.  Josephine County has produced plenty of gold in the past. Check out the Illinois River and Josephine Creek, along with Galace and Althouse Creek. Basically all creeks in this county have the potential for gold. Check for old placers, hydraulic pits, and lode mines.  Curry and Coos Counties also have plenty of gold. Mining on the Sixes River will yield gold, and the Oregon beaches in this area also yield very fine gold. Look for black sand deposits.  Eastern Oregon was the other major gold producer in Oregon, with nearly 2/3 of the total production coming from a few counties in the northeast-ern section. A gold belt covers an area roughly 100 miles long and 50 miles wide, covering much of Baker, Grant, and Union Counties. The area is covered with old gold mines, hydraulic and hand placer areas, and valleys churned up by bucket line dredging.  The eastern side of the gold belt starts along the Snake River next to the Idaho border. From the town of Huntington up to the base of the Wallowa Mountains, several mining districts contain gold. The Burnt River along Highway 84 has gold, and most major drainages that flow into it will too. Some of the lower elevation areas have limited water, so mining methods may be limited to early season when spring runoffs are at their peak.  Further to the west, the Blue Mountains are a fantastic area for prospecting. The Powder River drainage upstream from the town of Baker has had extensive mining done since the early 1860’s. Bucket dredges worked the Sumpter Valley for several years, and churned up miles of valley floor. Gold can still be found in these old tailing piles. In fact, the old dredges were designed to discard larger material, so many large nuggets and speci-mens were lost.  Other areas to check out include the old mining towns of Granite, Bourne, Greenhorn, and Susanville. The famous Armstrong Nugget was found in Buck Gulch in Susanville. The gold belt continues westward toward John Day, Oregon. The John Day River and the headwater drainages are all worthy of exploration. The majority of creeks throughout this area will produce placer gold, and thousands of mines and prospects still have gold across Eastern Oregon.  Article provided by goldrushnuggets.com, PO Box 6794, Boise, ID 83707 

A Recent Visit to Liberty, Washington For a gold miner like myself, I have always been fascinated with the Liberty mining district. The most exciting thing about this area was the size of some of the gold nuggets that have been found here. Some of the nuggets found here were HUGE. During the early days, it was not uncommon for miners to unearth nuggets weighing many pounds each. The largest ever found was 70 troy ounces!  Liberty is also known for some really neat crystalline gold specimen. I have had the chance to handle quite a few of these specimens over the years, and they are really neat. They are generally very thin crystals, wires, and clusters… anywhere in size from just a few grains up to several ounces. They are really cool, and gold collectors really like them. As much as I was interested in the area for its crystalline specimens and large gold nuggets, there is something else that has always fascinated me about the Liberty area, and that is the relative small size of the mining district.  I have prospected quite a bit in northern California, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana. In most of these states, there are extensive gold districts that are quite expansive. Most gold-bearing areas will have many rivers and creeks that have good gold. And there are usually clusters of mining areas not too far away… either over the next ridge or a few miles away. Once you are in gold country, the areas that you can find gold are fairly expansive.  Not so with gold mining in Liberty, Washington. Nearly all of the gold here was mined from the placer deposits on Swauk Creek and Williams Creek, as well as a few smaller tributaries as well as some elevated river channels and bench deposits. Yes, there are certainly a few places in the surrounding area where gold can be found, but the extremely rich area that produced the large gold nuggets was really limited to just a few square miles.  As you drive into town, there is a sign welcoming you to Liberty, stating that it is the oldest mining town in the state of Washington with a bit of history about the first gold rush that occurred there.  Across the road is an old arrasta, a replica of one that was once used at a nearby mine to grind ore. There are also a few ore carts on display. Driving through town, there are some great old homesteads that appear to be original structures. Look close and you will see lots of old mining relics hidden in the weeds.  There is also a great informational sign that talks about the gold nuggets that Liberty was famous for. There was nowhere else in Washington that even came close to producing nuggets of this size.  There is still some active mining taking place here, and certainly evidence of past mining activity can still be seen along Swauk and Williams Creeks. Bucketline dredges were used along some parts of the creek, and extensive ground sluicing from years past can still be seen today�  While certainly most of the gold here was found long ago, there are still some good discoveries being made. I recall just a few seasons ago some prospectors found a couple nuggets weighing over 10 ounces each. So they are still out there!  Article provided by goldrushnuggets.com, PO Box 6794, Boise, ID  83707 



2016 Oregon and Washington GPAA Chapters Calendar of Activities 
February 2016 

07— Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 
12 — Everett Chapter Monthly Meeting 
13 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
14 — Vancouver Chapter Monthly Meeting 
15 — Presidents Day 
18 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
20 — Longview Chapter Monthly Meeting 20-21 Albany Sportsman Show 20-21 Washington Prospectors—Gem &  Mineral Show 
21 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 27-28 — GPAA Gold & Treasure Show 
 Las Vegas, NV 

March 2016 
06 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 
11 — Everett Chapter Monthly Meeting 
12 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
13 — Vancouver Chapter Monthly Meeting 
13 — Daylight Savings Time Begins 
16 — Port Orchard Monthly Meeting 
17 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
19 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
19 — Port Orchard Outing, North Beach,  Port Townsend 
20 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting April 2016 02-03 — Resource Coalition—Gold, Gem &  Treasure Show 02-03 — Gold Panning demonstration— Cabela’s Springfield, OR 02-03 — 17th Annual Gold & Treasure  Show, Coeur d’Alene, ID   
03 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 
08 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
09 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 9-10 — GPAA Gold &Treasure Show,  
 Portland EXPO Center 
10 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
15, 16, 17 — Bremerton Outing—Cape  
 Discovery State Park 16-17— GPAA Gold & Treasure Show, 
 Monroe, WA   
16-17— ICMJ Gold Prospecting and Min- ing Summit , Placerville, CA 
16 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
17 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 
21 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 23-24— North Central Washington Pro- spectors Gold , Treasure and  More Show, Cashmere, WA 

May 2016 
01 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 
07 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
08 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
08 — Mothers Day 
13 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
15 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 

19 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
19 — Longview Monthly Meeting 21-22 — Bremerton Outing—Dungeness  Forks Campground, Sequim 
30 — Memorial Day June 2016 
05 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 
10 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
11 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
11-12 — GPAA Gold & Treasure Show 
 Boise, ID 
12 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
14 — Flag Day 
16 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
18-19 — Bremerton Outing—Chapter  Claims in Sequim 
19 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
19 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 
19 — Fathers Day July 2016 
04 — Independence Day 
08 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
09 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
10 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
16 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
17— Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 
21 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 31 — SWWGP/PGPI Picnic—Lewisville  Park 

August 2016 
01 — Outing Lewisville Park 
07 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 12-15 — Outing Yellow Jacket Creek  Randle WA 
12— Everett Monthly Meeting 
13 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
14 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
18 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
20 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
21 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting September 2016 
05 — Labor Day 
09 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
10 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
11 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
15 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
17 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
18 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting October 2016 
02 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 
07 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
08 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
09 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
15 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
16 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 
20 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting November 2016 
06 — Brownsville Chapter Monthly Meeting 

10 — Marine Corps Birthday—(Semper Fi) 
11 — Veterans Day 
11 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
12 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
13 — Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
17 — Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
19 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
20 — Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 
24 — Thanksgiving Day December 2016 
04 — Brownsville Monthly Meeting 
09 — Everett Monthly Meeting 
10 — Bremerton Chapter Monthly Meeting 
11— Vancouver Monthly Meeting 
15— Auburn Chapter Monthly Meeting 
17 — Longview Monthly Meeting 
20— Portland Chapter Monthly Meeting 
25— Christmas Day 

GPAA Oregon/WashingtonChapters  
Auburn — Auburn Green River Valley Gold Pro- spectors  — 3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm. River   Estates Club House, 3611 I St NE,  Auburn, WA (253-833-2255) Bremerton — Western Washington Prospectors   2nd Saturday, 1:00 pm., Elm    Lutheran Church, 5911 E Hillcrest Dr.,  Port Orchard, WA (360-830-4613) 
Brownsville — Mid Valley Prospectors —   1st Sunday, 1:30 pm. Brownsville Fire  Department, 600 E Blakely Ave,  
 Brownsville, OR (541-990-5148)  
Everett— Everett Gold Prospectors 
 2nd Friday, 7:00 pm., Silver Lake-Alfy’s  Pizza, 9620 19th Ave, Everett, WA Longview — Fire Mountain Prospectors —  3rd Saturday, 10:00 am., Bob’s  Sporting Goods, 1111 Hudson St.,  Longview, WA (360-274-3396) 
Portland — Portland Gold Prospectors, Inc. 3rd Sunday, 12:00 pm., Milwaukie  Grange, 12015 SE 22nd, Milwau kie, OR (503-258-8553)  
Vancouver — Southwest Washington Gold  
 Prospectors — 2nd Sunday, 2:00 pm.   Minnehaha Grange 4905 NE St Johns  Road, Vancouver, WA (360-695- 3215) 

2016 Oregon/Washington Rock & Mineral Shows You can view a complete list of the 2016 Rock & Mineral Shows listed for Oregon and Washington by visiting the websites below: OREGON — http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?ShowState=OR WASHINGTON — http://www.rockngem.com/ShowDatesFiles/ShowDatesDisplayAll.php?ShowState=WA 




