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South West Washington Gold Prospectors  January 2021 

Newsletter 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
I hope everyone had a safe and happy start to the New 

Year. 

Even though we are still unable to hold meetings I re-

main hopeful that we will soon be able too. 

I know that most of us are bored and would like to get 

together but hang in there. 

Many of us are becoming irritable and grumpy but 

please remember to be kind to one another. 

Even though we cannot see each other smiling thru 

our masks, smile anyway it will make you feel better. 

See you soon, 

Debbie W. 

NEW RULES PLEASE READ!!! 
 
The WDFW has made the decision to change beach mining rules. 

WDFW has concluded that there are no exceptions to the requirement to provide proof of compli-

ance with the clean water act. “All motorized beach prospecting will be removed from the Gold and 

Fish pamphlet and require a standard HPA”. 

  

You can still take sand and process in your campsite but you must take your own water and not leave 

it there, the way it is written... Always check with the park rangers each time... Tom 
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CLAIMS 
 
If you have been to our claims please remember to drop me a quick e-mail on what you found or did. 

Did you find any gold? Do any clean up etc.? 

I will pass this info on to both Mark and Preston for the records. Preston needs to make a report to 

the state/feds as required to keep our filing fees down. 

Preston will be replacing a sign that has been vandalized. 

 

A MESSAGE FROM LDMA SCOTT RIVER CAMP 
  
Hi Folks!! It’s finally here!  

 

Some have heard me talk about this on our Facebook Group or even while you were in camp. Well, 

HERE IT IS... 

 

When - April 13th-18th 2021  Where - LDMA Scott River Camp, Scott Bar California, 96085  

 

In the spirit of the 49ers, LDMA Scott River Camp is proud to host the 1st  "Wild Gold Prospector" 

Event! 

 

GRANGE NEWS 
 
As most of you are aware there are no activities happening at the grange due to the covid-19 shut 

down. However, the grange officers etc. have been busy. 

There are some drainage problems that they have been working on. Also some issues with the moss 

on the roof. 

There is a fresh coat of paint on the inside, as well as a speaker/sound system that is being in-

stalled for all of us to use. 

Other upgrades are in the works. 

When we can return to meetings we should have some nice surprises!! 

 

FINANCES 
 
Since we are not able to hold meetings and have a treasurer’s report I thought you might like a quick 

update on the Chapters financial health.  We have some bills we have to pay every month but overall, 

our finances are in good shape. With the income from our paydirt specials we have a comfortable 
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THANK YOU 
 
Ann Erickson wanted to let us know how much she appreciat-

ed the flower arrangement we sent in memory of Jim. 

 

 

CAMP/PICNIC QUICK TIPS 
 
Jeanne and I would like to ask you to submit your tips for 

camping and picnics. 

We will publish the suggestions in the newsletter and pick our 

favorites. Prizes will be awarded.  

Email your suggestions/tips to Debbie W. at ddwitch-

er@yahoo.com. Here are a few examples: 

1)      Cooking on an open fire? Coat the outside of the pan 

with dish detergent. The smoke and grit buildup from the fire 

with wash right off. No scrubbing cleanup is a breeze! 

2)      Have a pitcher or air-tight container with a pour spout. 

Crack your eggs into the container (don’t break the yoks). The 

eggs will stay suspended in the whites. Makes for easy safe 

transportation. When you are ready to use the eggs just pour out one at a time as needed. No more 

broken eggs in camp fridge or cooler. 

3)      Stick candle wick into the sides of a pinecone leaving about one inch at the top for lighting. 

Pour melted wax over the cone. When wax has cooled, ready to use as a fire starter. 

Also, you can put dryer lint into an egg carton, pour over it, let it cool and cut the carton into 

individual sections. You now have 12/18 instant fire starters. Just light the carton. 

Ok, now we got you started let’s have those ideas!! 

 

 R.V .OUTINGS 
 
I have had some inquiries about setting up a camper section for our members. Anyone with an R.V. 

or trailer etc. who would be interested in getting together with other members and having week-end 

trips.  Please contact Debbie W. We have many places we can go. This is still an idea in the works and 

we are still looking for suggestions. This is something we can do now and still stay socially distant 

and have fun!   

 

Thoughts and Prayers 

I just want everyone to know David  Jones has been having some medical issues and we need to keep 

him  in our thoughts and prayers. 

mailto:ddwitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:ddwitcher@yahoo.com
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Secretary    Mark Mattila  360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Treasurer  Patti Long 503-320-3854 palong48@gmail.com  

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 3609079295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jim Erickson 360-260-3225 aerickson@q.com  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Scott Long 971-219-1079  mthoodfire74@hotmail.com  

     

 Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Tammy Binford 503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

Claims Chair (Elected)    

 Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (W A) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Equipment Manager Don Spillman 360-773-8708 Golddigger357@outlook.com  

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant Jim Erickson 360-260-3225 aerickson@q.com  

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Tina Long 503-544-3695 treasuretrove67@hotmail.com  

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator Scott Long 971-219-1079  mthoodfire74@hotmail.com  

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

 Norm Erickson 503-801-1452 None  

 Betty Erickson 503-801-1452 bettyerickson13@yahoo.com  

Sargent at Arms Daniel Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

 Bob Brown 360-576-0213  photogal01@comcast.net  

 Jeff Wooldridge 360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com   

Sunshine Ann Erickson 360-260-3225 aerickson@q.com  

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Dennis Clevenger 360-281-6338 dennisc@pacifier.com  

Historian Jeff Wooldridge 360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Deborah Lee 360-624-6565 deborah35@me.com  

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:aerickson@q.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points Bob Brown 360-576-0213 photogal01@comcast.net  

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Leigh Anne Chavez 503-531-2770 ohwell1956@yahoo.com  

Facebook Shawndell Albright 503-289-3536 northrains@gmail.com  

Assistant     

Raffle Jim Erickson 360-260-3225 aerickson@q.com  

Assistant Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   
Links 

 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors 
 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 
 
Please do your best to support our chapter sponsors in any way you can. Many of them have been 

extremely hard hit by the shutdown. Some of them are not open for business at this time, but please 

keep them in mind for the future. Many are able to do business over the phone or on line. Below is a 

partial list of our sponsors.  Designs of all Kinds, Vancouver Toyota and RV., Chinook Winds, AKAU 

Lodge, Roaring Camp, Dana’s Classic hair Design, Prestige Minerals and Gems, River Gold Designs, 

Armadillo Mining Shop, Packwood Mining Supplies.  These are just a few of our sponsors. 

mailto:photogal101@comcast.net
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Pro Caliber McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers Thrive Life 

Quick Badge Dana’s classic Flowers and Gifts Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining The Gold Lab 

Gold Getter Wilson Brothers Avon Products—Bug Guard 

971-212-5996 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Sportsman’s Warehouse 

360 604-8000  

 

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

SPONSORS 
 
Please remember to support all our sponsors as much as you are able. Given the economy they need 

as much help as we can give them. 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

