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Next meeting is October 10th, 2021 at 2:00     Board meeting is at 12:30  

September 2021 

SWWGP Newsletter   

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
At the writing of this it looks like things may be improving on the covid front. We are all really tired 
of Covid and it pals, but I think we all understand that this is like the flu, here to stay. Please take the 
necessary precautions for you and your family and hopefully we will get back to some regularity in 
our lives. 
Hope  

 

OCTOBER MEETING 
 
We are still planning to hold our Oct. 10th meeting.  Masks may be required. 
We will keep you update on any changes. 
 
 
PICNIC 
We were sorry to cancel the picnic but we felt it was in the best interest of everyone.  
We were not only concerned about covid but also about the strain on the hospitals and health care 
system overall. 
I had many folks who normally attend tell me that they would not be attending this year because of 
the things I just sited.   
We would rather keep all our members and guest safe. 
 
 
3 OPEN BOARD POSITIONS 
 
We have 3 open board positions that need to be filled.  Please consider volun-
teering. This does not require a lot of your time, mostly an extra hr. on meeting 
day.  If you are interested or would like to suggest someone talk to any board 
member, Vice President Jeff or myself with questions.  Let me know if you are 
interested. 
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GPAA GOLD AND TREASURE SHOW 
 
As many of you know by now next year’s show will be held at the expo in Portland.  This means that 
the Portland chapter should be taking the lead for this show and we will help.  As of now there is not 
a meeting planned for the group but I am sure there will be soon. I know the GPAA has a lot of 
changes in mind mostly because of the pandemic. As soon as I have more info I will update you. 
Keep in mind that this is a joint venture of all three chapters, us, Portland and mid-valley. It is im-
portant that we all co-operate and work together. 
 
 
TREASURER 
 
We have someone that has volunteered to be the treasurer for the chapter. As you may know Patti 
Long will be moving out of state with some of her family.  First and foremost I want to thank Patti for 
all of her had work. We will miss her. 
Patti and I have both talked to our volunteer and will be meeting with her shortly. She is a very good 
fit for the position.  We will intro duce her at the next meeting and a vote will be taken from the gen-
eral membership as to accepting her as our next treasurer. 
 
 
CLAIMS PAPERWORK 
 
I filled out all the claim paperwork for all our claims that are necessary to maintain our claims for 
another year. The signers on the claims met and took care of having our signatures notarized.  
Preston, Dennis and I have taken care of the filings.  All should be good. 
 
 
SPORTSMAN SHOW 
 
We are still planning to have a booth at the sportsman’s show next Feb. Maurine Koppi is working to 
get us signed up and will have all the details soon. This is a 5 day event. 
This should be a great opportunity for us to give out chapter info and get some new members, as well 
as teach and refine panning skills. We should also be able to increase our treasury. Your help will be 
needed and we will have a signup sheet at the membership table for those who are willing to help 
out.  
 
SUNSHINE 
 
Please be sure to let Debbie W. 360 695 3215 know about anyone we should be sending a get well etc. 
card to. I will be taking care of that until the Oct. meeting at which time Jeanne Geig will take over. 
We will be able to give her a current list of members with address. 
 
 
RAFFLE 
 
As many of you know Kerry had surgery on her hand and needs extra help with the raffle. She should 
be in a cast by then so let’s step up and help out. 
We will draw the 3 month raffle winners at the Oct. meeting. All raffle tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. 
All proceeds from raffles go to support the chapter. This is one of the few ways we can make money 
to pay our bills. 
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EQUIPMENT  
 
Equipment is available to all members in good standing to check out. $25 deposit refunded if equip-
ment returned, on time, in good condition and clean. Contact Don Spillman, Dennis Witcher, or Ron 
Koppi to make arrangements. 
 
 
NAME TAGS 
 
If you would like a chapter name tag let Dave Conti know. They are around $8. He will be turning an 
order in soon. 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 
 
Editor Mark and I are requesting folks to contribute to the newsletter. We are the ones who put this 
together. I write most of the Chapter news and Mark spends hours putting everything together and 
publishing our newsletter.  He does a fantastic job and we all appreciate his effort. Thanks Mark! 
 
 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO SUPPORT ALL OF OUR SPONSORS 
 

The Red Cross recommends that all first aid kits for a family of four include the follow-

ing: 

2 absorbent compress dressings 5 x 9  inches 

25 adhesive bandages assorted sizes 

1 adhesive cloth tape 10 yards x 1 inch 

5 antibiotic ointment packets 

5 antiseptic wipe packets 

2 packs of aspirin 

1 blanket (space blanket) 

1 breathing barrier 

1 instant cold compress 

2 pair of non latex gloves 

2 hydrocortisone ointment packets 

Scissors 

1 roller bandage 3 inches wide 

1 roller bandage 4 inches wide 

5 sterile gauze pads 3 x 3 inches  

5 sterile gauze pads 4 x 4 inches 

Oral thermometer 

2 triangular bandages 

Tweezers 
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Secretary    Mark Mattila  360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Assistant Secretary Van Meter  vmeter@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Patti Long 503-320-3854 palong48@gmail.com  

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 3609079295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Tammy Binford 503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

     

     

     

 (Elected)    

Claims Chair Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (W A) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Equipment Manager Don Spillman 360-773-8708 Golddigger357@outlook.com  

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant     

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator     

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

 Betty Erickson 503-801-1452 bettyerickson13@yahoo.com  

Sargent at Arms Daniel Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sunshine     

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Dennis Clevenger 360-281-6338 dennisc@pacifier.com  

Historian Jeff Wooldridge 360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant     

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points     

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Facebook     

Assistant     

Raffle Kerry Wookdridge    

Assistant Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   
Links 

 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors 
 

Let Mark know if you have something that you would like to buy, sell or trade 

to post in the newsletter..  

 

mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining  

   

   

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

