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Next meeting is March 13TH, 2021 at 2:00     Board meeting is at 12:30  

March 2022 

SWWGP Newsletter   

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE  
 
We have had to make some hard decisions and have stood together as a chapter. I have tried to give 

you all  the information available to help in making a good decision. 

 We have tried to be fair to all but have made the decisions that best benefit our chapter.   

Not wanting a hardship put on another chapter many of us are assisting the Portland chapter. Thank 

you to those who are. 

We are moving forward with planning fundraiser, outings, and events. 

Our chapter is strong and has a good future. 

See you at the meeting Sunday March 13th which is daylight savings time.  Don’t forgot to change 

your clocks. Spring forward. 

Debbie W 

NO APRIL MEETING 
 
There will not be an April meeting. Our meeting date falls on the same day as 

the gold and treasure show and many of our members will be assisting the Port-

land chapter. 
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MISLEADING FACEBOOK POST 

 

A few days ago there was a face book post on another chapters face book page indicating that this 

was from our chapter to our chapter members.  This was NOT from us and no one who speaks for 

our chapter asked them to post this, nor were we asked if it was ok. 

This contains incorrect information so please disregard this posting.  A very few of our members are 

friends on this face book page.  

This should clarify the incorrect information: 

As previously stated our members who wish to help the Portland chapter at the gold show should 

sign up at the membership table AT THE March meeting. DO NOT contact Jim Irwin unless he di-

rects you to do so. He has a lot on his plate at this time.  

Please list your name, phone number, day(s) and hrs. you wish to work along with the area you 

would like to work in. Jim will gather the sheet at the end of meeting and take things from there. 

This is the process that was decided on between the concerned chapters, SWWGP and Portland at 

the 3 chapter gold show planning meeting. 

THANK YOU 
 
I would like to thank all of our chapter members who have participated in the 3 chapter gold and 

treasure show planning meetings.  Our hope is if the GPAA chooses to have another gold show in this 

area that they will be much more organized and set expectations at the beginning of the planning 

process. The issue with the split is not on the GPAA. 

A special thank you to Van and Deanna. 

Van has needed to send out a lot of notices in the last 2 months.  

Deanna has taken time out of her busy tax season to pull the needed records for tickets, ticket sales, 

and income from the past gold shows. 

Thank you to both of you, your help has been very valuable. 

COOS DAY YOUTH DAY 
 
The youth day people have again asked us to come to Coos Bay and teach gold panning at their out-

door youth day Sat. May 7th.    We have done this for several years and it is a very rewarding.  This 

event teaches approx.. 200 school age children outdoor skills.  

The kido’s are introduced to things such as plant identification, archery, some survival skills, how to 

build a shelter, rifles, gold panning and much more.  This is an all day outdoor event.  The kido’s 

have always been well mannered . Lunch will be provided. 

Dry camping should be available at no charge and there are motels in the area. This is part of our ed-

ucation for our mission statement.  This is not a fundraiser.   By the way the kids get to keep the gold.  

We need 18-20 people to participate, please sign up at the membership table. The more the merrier.  
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FUNDRAISER 
 
On Sat. April 16th we will have a booth at the Clark County Event Center garage sale and more.  It is a 

one day event and we only set up our booth. 

We will be teaching gold panning and they get to keep the gold, selling paydirt and pans as well as 

handing out info on our chapter. This is a fund raising and education event. Great chance to build 

our membership.  

We would like to have 18-20 people to help with this event.   Please sign up at membership table. 

MAY MEETING  
 
Our may meeting well be May 1. We do not hold a meeting on mothers day Sunday which would be 
our regular meeting day. Mark your calendar for May 1st!!! 
 
 
 
PICNIC 
 
We need to start planning for our annual picnic. We will try to choose a date at this meeting. 

OPEN BOARD POSITION 
 
 We have one open board position. You need to be a member in good standing for 6 months or more 

and willing to give 1 to 1 1/2 hour to board meetings. Meetings are held just before the general meet-

ing so you are already there.  

The board is a way to help guide the chapters success. 

LIBRARY 

 

You can check materials from our chapter library. See Dave Conti our librarian. Check out materials 

for 30 days, 1 meeting to the next. 

 

EQUIPMENT 

 

We have equipment available to check out as well. Lots of equipment to choose from. Requires a $25 

deposit which will be returned when equipment is returned on time, clean, and in good working or-

der. 

It is checked out a month at a time. This is a good chance to try something out and make sure you 

like it before you invest in a new one. Any questions see Ron Koppi, Dennis Witcher. 
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GOLD SHOW TICKETS 
 
If you have any tickets from the 2020 canceled show please return them to me asap. I know we were 

told by the gpaa to hold them and until it became an issue no one directed us as to what they wanted 

us to do with tickets and money. We are to return unpaid tickets and the GPAA portion of the ticket 

sales to them which we of coarse will do. 

 
3 MONTH RAFFLE DRAWING 
 
Since we are not co-hosting the gold show we will be dawning our raffle winners at this months 

meeting. 

We will start a new 3 month raffle in May.  

Hint: we have Chinook Winds room and dinner packages to start the raffle. Kerry  and I will be add-

ing items so we will have a good number if raffle items. 

Buy your raffle tickets for our current raffle which include the following prizes, 1 week stay at roaring 

camp, nice piece of gold , spin it off, mini hi banker and small appliance package. These  will be 

awarded at end of meeting. 

Upcoming Rock and Gem Shows  

 

Tualatin Valley, Mar 11-13, 10-5, $1 admission,12 and under free with adult, Forest Grove National Guard Armory, 2950 

Taylor Way,, Forest Grove, OR 

Sweet Home,  Free, Mar 26 10-6, Mar 27 10-5, Sweet Home High School gym, 1641 Long St., Sweet Home, OR 

Willamette Agate and Mineral, $2 admission, 11 and under free with adult,  April 15 9-5, April 16 9-5, April 17 10-4, Polk 

County Fairgrounds, 520 S Pacific Hwy, W, Rickreall, OR 

Grays Harbor Rock Club, Free, April 23 10-5, April 24 10-4, Gray's Harbor Fairgrounds, 32 Elma McCleary Rd, Elma, Wa 

West Seattle, Free, April 23-24 10-5, Alki Masonic Temple, 4736 40th Ave SW, Seattle, WA 

Mt. Hood, Free, May 6 &7 10-6, May 8 10-3, Kliever Memorial NG Armory, 10000 NE 33rd, Portland, OR 

Clackamette, Free, May 28 9-6, May 29 10-4, Clackamas County Fairgrounds, 694 NE 4th Ave, Canby, OR 

Puyallup, Free, June 3-5 10-5, Swiss Park, 9205 198th Ave E,  Bonney Lake, WA 

Southern Washington (Longview), Free,  Aug 26-27 10-5, Silver Lake Grange, 4200 Spirit Lake Hwy, Castle Rock, WA 

Portland Regional, $7 for weekend, 12 and under free with paid adult, September 30-Oct 1 10-6, Oct 2 10-5, Wingspan 

Event Center (WA County Fairgrounds) 801 NE 34th Ave, Hillsboro, OR.  May also be parking fee 

Prineville Pow Wow, free, June 16 to 19, Crook County Fairgrounds.  Field trips to McDonalds, White Fir Springs and 

Agate Meadow 
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Secretary    Mark Mattila  360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Assistant Secretary Van Meter  vmeter@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Deana Yoakum  deana3325@gmail.com  

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 3609079295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Tammy Binford 503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

 Jason Roth 360-281-3325   

     

     

 (Elected)    

Claims Chair Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (W A) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Equipment Manager Don Spillman 360-773-8708 Golddigger357@outlook.com  

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant     

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator     

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

 Betty Erickson 503-801-1452 bettyerickson13@yahoo.com  

Sargent at Arms Daniel Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sunshine     

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Dennis Clevenger 360-281-6338 dennisc@pacifier.com  

Historian Jeff Wooldridge 360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant     

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points     

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Facebook     

Assistant     

Raffle Kerry Wookdridge    

Assistant Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   
Links 

 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors 
 

Let Mark know if you have something that you would like to buy, sell or trade 

to post in the newsletter..  

 

mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining  

   

   

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

