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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Will the holidays are here and I know everyone is busy 

so be sure to take a little time for yourself. 

We have done a lot this year both with fund raising and 

outings. We are lining up for next year’s activities so if 

you have something you would like to do that others 

may be interested in, please let me know. 

Next month is the holiday desert potluck and I am 

looking forward to that.  There is always a lot of yum-

ELECTIONS 
 
Our elections will be held at this Sunday’s meeting Nov. 12,2023. 

Candidates are: 

Vice-President     Tammy Binford 

Treasurer      Michelle (Mike) Quackenbush 

Board: 

Preston Griffin 

Jeanne Geig 

Van Hord 

Charlie Hord 

Open position 

You must be a current member of our chapter in good standing to vote. 

Pick up a ballot at the membership table after you sign in. 

Our election committee will hand out, collect and tally the ballots, and announce the 

election results. 

Southwest Washington  
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HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
 
Since there are so many holiday dinners at this time of the year, the chapter voted to do a desert 

potluck. 

Everyone should bring your favorite desert or 2. 

The chapter will provide the dinnerware, ice cream, and desert topping as well as beverages. 

Let’s have fun with this. 

GARAGE SALE 
 
Thank you to everyone who gave up their Sat. to help with the panning etc. at the NW biggest garage sale.  

We connected with a lot of potential new members and gave out a lot of chapter information. 

Thanks again for all the hard work. 

OUR PLAN 
 
We are currently planning to have a lot of items at the Jan. meeting for sale.  These are used and 

donated items. We are cleaning the storage unit and selling many of the items that are not being 

checked out. 

Here are some of the items: 

Dredge (not being brought to meeting if interested contact Dennis W. for info and to see) 

Generator, high banker with pump, rocker boxes, pans and more. All item are sold as is. 

GOLD AND FISH BOOK 
 
Be sure to keep your gold and fish book with you. Know the rules. We will be going over an issue that 

has come to light at the meeting. 

BUCKETS 
 
I will have about 80 to 100 buckets for you at the next meeting for you to have.  Please give every-

one a chance to get a bucket or 2.  
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CLAIMS 
 
We have had an issue with one of our claims. Someone was trying to cross claim on it. I have ad-

dressed the issue with all involved and I think it is all cleared up.  We are fine, there is no problem 

on our part. 

Ron Koppi and I are listed as the claim owners as the representatives of the chapter and everyone 

going to the claim needs to pick up a permission slip and keep it with them.  We will discuss every-

thing at the meeting. 

SPECIAL THANKS 
 
Thank you, Ron and Maurine Koppi, for helping Gary Tosh’s family to price gold mining equipment 

for the estate sale. They called for help and you guys said “yes”. 

Thank you to Van for her quick action in sending out the notice about the sale at the last minute. 

Hopefully all of you found something to purchase. 

Gary was a chapter member and he and his wife both passed away a few months ago. 

Their children were very appreciative of the help we gave them in a very sad turn of events. 

3 MONTH RAFFLE 
 
Remember to buy your tickets. $1 each or 6 for $5. Tickets will be drawn at the Dec. meeting. Need 

not be present to win. 

Prizes are: 

Gold piece 

Nugget bucket  

Drop riffle sluice system. 

Pay dirt 

Railroad spike creation 

NEEDED 

Outings director, outing suggestions. 

We are starting to set up the 2024 calendar. 
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Secretary    Mark Mattila  360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Assistant Secretary Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Deana Yoakum  deana3325@gmail.com  

Assistant Treasurer Michele Quackenbush  quacky@pacifier.com  

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 3609079295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Tammy Binford 503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

 Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

 Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

     

     

Claims Chair Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (WA) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Equipment Manager Don Spillman 360-773-8708 Golddigger357@outlook.com  

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant     

Hospitality Anne Erickson    

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator     

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

 Betty Erickson 503-801-1452 bettyerickson13@yahoo.com  

Sargent at Arms Daniel Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sunshine     

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

Historian Jeff Wooldridge 360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant     

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points     

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Facebook Rick Beehler 360-901-6855 rickbeehler@ymail.com  

Assistant     

Raffle Kerry Wookdridge    

Assistant Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   
Links 

 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors 
 

Let Mark know if you have something that you would like to buy, sell or trade 

to post in the newsletter..  

 

mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining  

   

   

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  

_ 

Claim Visit Record 

 

Return this slip to Ron Koppi or Debbie Witcher 

On (Date) _______________ visited the claims 

I did general maintenance, __________ anything else ___________________________________ 

Carried out trash __________, Filled in some holes _______________________ 

Panning/Mining __________, Did you find any gold? __________ 

Was anyone else on the claim(s)? __________ 

Who else was with you? List all names ____________________________________________________ 

 

Have them sign as well: ________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

