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Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors     April  2024 

Next Meeting April 14th 2:00, Board Mtg. 12:30  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
 
I wanted to take a moment to thank every single person in our chapter who steps up 

and/or volunteers to help with our many events, projects, and committees.  Without 

all of you we would not be as successful as we are.  

So, Thank you, you are the best! 
 
See you at the meeting on April 14th. 
Debbie W. 

EDUCATION 
 
We will be showing folks how to use the pocket scale to weigh gold. If you have some to weigh, bring 

it. 

NO MAY MEETING 
 
Since our meeting would fall on Mother’s Day, we do not hold a meeting. 

We DO have April and June meetings. 

TERRITORIAL DAYS 
 
July 12,13,14 at Amboy Days. 

There will be a parade so think about an entry.   

We will have a booth and be teaching panning. Also handing out chapter info.  

Parking is available and the is a golf cart that will give you a ride to the booth if needed.  

This is a great opportunity to connect with community members and give out information on the 

chapter and invite folks to join our chapter. 

The hours are Fri. 12-9, Sat. 11-9, parade at 10, and Sunday 11-5 I am reconfirming those hours. 

We need folks to sign up to work. Signup sheet at membership table. 
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MARK YOUR CALANDER 
 
Our picnic will be on Aug. 11th, at Daybreak Park.  More info to follow. 
 
MINERS RAFFLE  PRIZES ARE: 
 
GOLD PIECE 
 
PAYDIRT 
 
PIN POINTER 
 
ONE OF A KIND FIGURINE 
 
PLACER MINING KIT 
 
Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. Prizes will be drawn at our Aug. picnic.  

THERE IS STILL TIME 
 
If you would like to participate in the Coos Bay/Merytle Point kids event we still have space.  

There is dry camping available water and porta potties available. 

This is a one-day event, Sat. May 4th, lunch will be provided. 

Motels are available, see Debbie for names and phone number. $110 per night. 

 Questions etc. see Debbie W. 

OUTINGS CHAIR NEEDED 
 
If you would like to set up or lead an outing or event, see Debbie.  

DAYBREAK OUTING 
 
Weather permitting, Preston G. will be taking the lead for an outing at Daybreak Park on SAT. May 

11th, 10am-2pm.  

Be sure to sign in and get a raffle ticket for a drawing.  

Bring your lunch or snack, beverage, chair, mining equipment, and fish and game rules. 

Any questions contact Preston 360 903 2054 or Debbie W.  

MORE PAYDIRT 
 
We have another shipment of paydirt from Colorado. See Dennis to make a purchase. 
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Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors General Meeting Minutes: March 10, 2024 

 
The meeting was called to order at 2:12 PM. 

There were 2 guests and 1 birthday. 

Orange ice cream & root beer floats were available during the meeting along with other snacks & 

beverages. 

Minutes of the February 11, 2024, general meeting were approved as read. 

Treasurer’s Report was approved as read. 

PLP Raffle: 12 tickets for $10. Our group is a PLP member, but our members can join at $50 per in-

dividual or $75 per family. 

A thank you to Dennis Witcher and Philip Sutton of the Grange who put up our group’s sign. 

Claims: Remember to take permission and maintenance slips with you when going to the claims. 

There is still a lot of snow. 

The newsletter will have a list of the group’s equipment for sale. Dennis has brought some of the 

equipment for sale to this meeting. 

There is pay dirt for sale. 

There will a sign-up list for those needing buckets. Any extra will go to Dan Rouse for his shop. 

Equipment rental: There is a list of equipment for rent. The $25 deposit is refundable when 

equipment is returned cleaned & in good order; rental is from meeting to next meeting. 

Amboy Territorial Days: July 12, 13, &14 – A great event to teach panning and get people inter-

ested in memberships. The booth is free for our non-profit. There is a need for people to man in 4-

hour shifts. If there is not enough interest, we will not participate. Mike Quackenbush & Mike Ker-

steter have volunteered to collect money each day from the $5 charge for the gold panning samples. 

They will cover at the booth on July 14 during our meeting time. 

There is a donation letter available for any business or individual who donates to our group. 

Annual Picnic: The picnic will be on Sunday, August 11th, (in lieu of that month’s meeting), at 

Daybreak Park. 

Membership: Edna Nelson – There are 2 new members who received their packets. 

Plaque: Name tags for Jerry Keesee and Patricia Staat will be added to plaque. 

Sunshine: Ann Erickson is having shoulder surgery.  

Coos Bay Children’s Day: This event is on May 4, 2024, usually has between 200-250 K-12 

youngsters. It is from 9 AM to 4 PM. There is room for more volunteers. Many of the group will be 

staying at a local motel May 3 & May 4 since it will be a full Saturday and the drive is quite long. 

Contact Debbie for motel details. The event provides lunch but the group will be bringing some 

drinks & sandwiches makings. 

Grange:  The Granges and our group have several overlapping goals.                                                                               

The Washington State Grange lobbyist and others recently succeeded in having a state bill banning 

all gas-powered equipment tabled. Membership is $46 per year, prorated quarterly. 

Apparel: Maurine Koppi has many items. If you need a specific item not in stock, she will add it to 

her order which must have 6 items to submit. The price is about at cost. 

Safety: Ron Koppi spoke about river safety. Rivers now are fast & cold.  

Education: Dan Rouse gave a talk on how to recover gold with demonstrations of various pieces of 

equipment. 

Raffles, including the last 3-month raffle, were done. Future big raffles will be 4-month ones, called 

Miner’s Raffle. 

There is no meeting in May. 

The next general meeting will be on Sunday, April 14, 2024, at 2:00 PM. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Van Meter Hord, Assistant Secretary 
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Tammy Binford        503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

Secretary    Mark Mattila  360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Assistant Secretary Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

Treasurer  Michele Quackenbush  quacky@pacifier.com  

Assistant Treasurer     

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Preston Griffin  360-903-2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Charlie Hord 360-910-8414 batray@comcast.net  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

 Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

 Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

     

     
Claims Chair Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (WA) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education Preston Griffin  360 903 2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Equipment Manager Don Spillman 360-773-8708 Golddigger357@outlook.com  

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant     

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator     

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

 Betty Erickson 503-801-1452 bettyerickson13@yahoo.com  

Sargent at Arms Daniel Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sunshine Ann Erickson  annerickson5755@comcast.net  

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

Historian Carol Brown    

Assistant     

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points     

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Facebook Rick B 360-601-6855 rickbeehler@ymail.com  

Assistant     

Raffle Kerry Wookdridge    

Assistant Jeff Wooldridge        360-907-2602 harmonicajeff@msn.com  

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   
Links 

 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 
https://www.facebook.co/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors 

 

Thousand trails membership contact Debbie 360 695 3215 

mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:harmonicajeff@msn.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining  

   

   

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

