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        Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors February  2025 

Next Meeting February  9th 1:30, Board Mtg. 12:00  

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

As some of you know, our Sunshine lady Ann Erickson and myself will try to check up on members 

who we haven’t seen at meetings.  

Ann sends out cards to those who we know are sick etc. If there is someone you have been missing at 

the meetings, please let me know.  Also, it is nice if you can also check up on them. Sometimes there 

is a health or family issue and it is always nice to hear a friendly caring voice. 

See you at the meeting!!! 

Debbie W. 360 695 3215 

FEB. MEETING 

Our general meeting will start at 1:30. We have requests to have a short meeting so people can watch 

super bowl. We will try to be done with meeting no later than 3:30. Board meeting will start at 12: 

oo. 

We will meet upstairs for the general meeting and will only take a 5 min or so break before starting 
the raffle. 

GRANGE MEETING 

If you are interested in joining and supporting our grange, please contact Debbie W. The grange 

meets the first Wens. Of the month at 1 o’clock. The meeting lasts approx. 1 hr. Come check it out. 

 

BAD WEATHER 

Winter is here and the possibility of snow and ice too, creatling unsafe driving conditions.  

In the event we find it prudent to cancel a meeting or event Jan will post a notice on our web site and 

Van will send out an e-mail notification. Please check to make sure we have your correct and updat-

ed information. 

As always you can call and check with Debbie W. 360 695 3215. 
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CALANDER 

MARCH 

9TH MEETING 

APRIL 

13TH MEETING 

27TH POLKA-DOT-AGATE MADRAS OREGON WEATHER PERMITTING 

MAY  

3-4 MERYTLE POINT OREGON TEACHING KIDS PANNING 

11TH NO MEETING 

25TH SPECTOR MINE 

MAY 31 

CLAIM WITH CHRIS 

JUNE 

 8TH MEETING 

15TH COYATE CANYON MAMATHS  

21ST CLAIM WITH CHRIS 

28-29 SAPPHIRE MINE GEM MT.  PHILIPSBURG MONTANA 

JULY 

11-12-13 TERRITORIAL DAYS AMBOY WA.  (FUND RAISING BOOTH FOR swwgp) 

20TH MEETING 

AUG. 

10TH PICNIC 

16 CLAIMS WITH JAMIE AND TANNER 

24TH CLAIM WITH CHRIS 

SEPT. 

7TH MEETING 

21st LAWSONS BAR WITH DAN 

28TH WIND RIVER MINE WITH J.T.  

OCT. 

12TH MEETING 

ALL OUTINGS ETC. SUBJECT TO CHANGE. More will be added. We also need more ideas. 

We have sign-up sheets for all outings and events. If you are interested in one or more, please put 
your name and phone number down. This does not obligate you but gives us an idea of how many are 
interested which will help with planning. 
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VALENTINES DRAWING 

When you sign in be sure to get a raffle ticket for the valentine basket.  No purchase necessary. One 

ticket per person. 

MINERS RAFFLE 

Purchase your tickets for the miner’s raffle.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5.  Winners need not be 

present at drawing. The drawing will be held at the April meeting. 

Prizes are: 

Piece of gold, camping package, mini sluce, clean up buddy, Chinook Winds Resort package. 

BUCKETS 

We will have a large number of buckets at the meeting. Please let those who have not gotten buckets 

yet take some first. What is left anyone can take. 

NAME TAGS 

We will turn in an order for SWWGP name tags soon. If you would like, fill out the request sheet at 

the membership table. Print your name and title if you have one. The cost will be $10 to be paid in 

advance. 

RAFFLE 

J.T. Buck is joining the raffle committee and assisting Tammy and Jan.  Jamie Louie will be giving 
them backup. 
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SWWGP General Meeting Minutes 

January 12, 2025 

 

The meeting was called to order at 2:05 PM by President Debbie Witcher, followed by 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

There were 6 guests introduced. The 7 January birthday members were acknowledged. 

 

The Minutes of the December 8, 2024, meeting were approved as read. 

The Treasurer’s Report was approved as read. 

 

Information about the Minnehaha Grange which rents the building out to the SWWGP 

was given out stating that the grange meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 1 

PM. Any interested in joining can contact present members. 

The February meeting will be on the 9th which is Super Bowl Sunday. After a dis-

cussion, it was moved, seconded, and passed that the General Meeting will start at 

1:30 PM and the Board Meeting will be at 12 noon. 

 

Committees: 

Education: A chair is needed, give ideas to Debbie. 

Fund Raising Ideas are needed: Amboy Territorial Days is the only such event 

scheduled. 

Librarian: Queenie has volunteered to be the group’s librarian, ordering name tags, 

and keeping plaque updated. Dave Conti has retired from those positions. 

Membership: Lisa Young gave membership packets to 2 new members. 

Newsletter: Editor Mark Mattila needs articles, recipes, items of interest to add. 

Outings: Outings chair Jamie and Kim will lead an outing to their claim on August 

16, 2025. A sign-up sheet will be available closer to the date. Next month, the outings 

calendar should be ready. 

Hospitality: Give ideas of ‘treats’ to Jeanne Gieg or Debbie. 

Sunshine: Ann Erickson sends cards to members who are experiencing illnesses, re-

covering from injuries, or have lost family members. Please let her know. 

Apparel: Maurine Koppi must have at least 6 items to place an order. The last order 

should be arriving in a few weeks. 

Webpage: Jan Hurtubise says all is well. 
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Facebook: There are still some problems with removing an erroneous site, but Face-

book is aware of problem and working with the group to fix it. 

Gold Buyer: Ron Koppi said gold for Miners Raffle and monthly raffles is covered. 

There is Pay Dirt for sale. 

Raffles: 1 more person is needed to help with raffles. Let Debbie know. 

The Miners Raffle in April has a gold piece, Chinook 1-night stay with dinner & show 

for 2, Clean-up Buddy, Mini sluice, Camping package. 

Mark Mattila makes display holders for the small plastic containers for mineral, gold 

& gem specimens. Two sizes can be seen on the raffle table. Contact him if interested 

in purchase. 

Safety: The waters are high flowing and very cold: be careful. 

Ron went over items ready to be put in the car with winter weather traveling being un-

predictable: battery pack for cell phones, flashlight, ice scraper, maps, gloves, cash, 

blankets, water, food. And check your tires. 

Wildfires can occur anytime & place: have a go-bag ready. At home have important 

documents in a safe place which you can quickly get to if evacuation is needed. 

Education: JT Buck gave an excellent review of going to Wind River Mine in Skama-

nia County, bringing a group of mineral specimens found there. He had a binder with 

photos taken. He and a friend did weeks of many hours at the computer looking up in-

formation on the site, researching if there were any claims in the area. Research is a 

time-consuming necessity for a good and safe excursion.  

 

Old Business: 

The AKLU lodge needs a mechanic for heavy machinery, ATVs, and other equip-

ment. Contact them with your resume. 

Car Show: It can not be done at the Grange: there is not enough room. 

By-laws: A meeting will be at the end of the March General Meeting. 

Blanket Drive: At least 4 tables are now full of donated items. With this amount, lo-

cal families will receive the bulk with some going to California. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM after the raffles, followed by everyone going 

downstairs for hospitality. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Van Meter Hord, secretary 
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Executive  Board       (Elected)    

President     Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Vice President        Tammy Binford        503-766-7814 kaycbear99@gmail.com  

Secretary    Van Hord  360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

     

Treasurer  Michele Quackenbush  quacky@pacifier.com  

Assistant Treasurer     

Board of Directors (Elected )    

 Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

 Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

 Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

 Preston Griffin  360-903-2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

 Charlie Hord 360-910-8414 batray@comcast.net  

 Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhounstool1966@yahoo.com  

 Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

 Van Meter Hord 360-699-2174 vmeter@comcast.net  

 Lisa Young  Lbw.young@gmail.com  

     
Claims Chair Preston Griffin 360-903-2054 griff11546@gmail.com  

State Director (WA) (Appointed by GPAA)    

 Steve Lewin 971-212-5996 goldpan123@yahoo.com   

Committees / Chairs Appointed by chapter President    

Education      

Equipment Manager Dennis Witcher    

Assistant Ron Koppi    

Fundraising Coordi- Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Assistant     

Hospitality Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Picnic, Holiday Din- Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Librarian Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Membership Edna Nelson 503-307-0852 rockhound-  

Newsletter  Mark Mattila 360-609-6813 chipper49@outlook.com  

Outing Coordinator Jamie Louie  971-212-5664  

Assistant J T Buck    

Safety Officer Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sargent at Arms Steve Keesee 360-269-2341 None  

     

     

Sunshine Ann Erickson  annerickson5755@comcast.net  

T-Shirts Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Webmaster Jan Hurtubise 360-571-2473 eyedocmebe@comcast.net  

Historian Carol Brown    

Assistant     

Gold Buyer Ron Koppi  360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

PayDirt Debbie Witcher  360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  

mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:goldpan123@yahoo.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
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  GPAA Points     

Name Tags  Dave Conti 360-256-0892 user764554@aol.com  

Awards Debbie Witcher 360-695-3215 ddwitcher@yahoo.com  

Picnic and Holiday Jeanne Gieg 360-673-3179 jeannegieg@gmail.com  

Assistant Maurine Koppi 360-907-9295 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant     

Facebook Genna Louie 360-952-9999 louiegenna@gmail.com  

Assistant     

Raffle Tammy Binford    

Assistant  Charlie Hord    

Assistant Ron Koppi 360-921-3833 koppi@comcast.net  

Assistant J T Buck    

Chapter Store Dennis Witcher 360-695-3215 ddWitcher@yahoo.com  

     

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 STE G Vancouver WA 98665 

Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Hwy 99 Ste. G Vancouver WA 98665   

Links 
 

Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 

http://mylandmatters.com/ 

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE 
 

mailto:jeannegieg@gmail.com
mailto:DDWitcher@yahoo.com
http://www.SWWGoldProspectors.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SWwashingtonGoldProspectors
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/
https://www.goldprospectors.org/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/licenses/environmental/hpa/application
http://mylandmatters.com/
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Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.   

Designs of all kinds 

360-892-5597 

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota AKAU Lodge 

760-500-1329 

AAA Precious Metals 

503-253-8591 

Creekside Prospecting Roaring Camp 

209 296-4100 

Whites Metal Detectors 

1-800-547-6911 

Armadillo Mining Spin it Off 

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort Fossickers The Gold Lab 

Quick Badge Gold Getter Northwest Detector Sales 

503-936-1443 

Danner Boots 

877-432-6637  

Danas Classic Hair Supply Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

Lost Adams 

541-340-0931 

Packwood Prospecting and Mining 

Supply 

American Mining Supply 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup Topside Mining  

   

   

   

Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing inter-

views with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 

 

tel://+12092964100
tel:1-877-432-6637

