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Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors  April 2026 
  Next Meeting April 12th at 2:00 pm,  Board Meeting at 12:30 pm
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
It looks like summer is approaching fast. This gives us lots of outdoor time to enjoy mining activities. Right now, the rivers and streams are very cold and running fast, so please be extra cautious. 
Quote for the Day:  [image: ]Trust the Timing of Your Life. 
See you at the meeting! 

President Debbie W. 
NEED VICE PRESIDENT 
Preston Griffin has agreed to temporarily fill the Vice President position which was suddenly vacated.  We need someone to finish out the balance of the 2-year term. You must be a GPAA member or be willing to join the GPAA.[image: ] Also, you need to be a member of the chapter in good standing for at least 6 months.  Plus be willing to help out on occasion with outings and events.
See Debbie W. with any questions.

NEWSLETTER 
Did you see the puzzle and receipt in the newsletter?  If you like it, please let Mark know. Also, please contribute articles and topics you’d like to discuss or see in the newsletter.
[image: ]NEW MEDICAL FORMS 
Thank you to those of you who have already turned in your emergency contact form.  It is not required but it is very important, so please consider doing so. Information is confidential. Forms are available at the Sign In/Membership table.  

METAL DETECTOR CLASS 
Dan Rouse will be putting on a metal detecting class here at the grange after the June 14th meeting. It will be held in the grass parking area. Bring your detector if you have one. 
We encourage anyone interested in learning whether you’re a beginner or experienced user to come out. Bring your questions.  And have Fun. Please sign up so we know how many are planning to participate. 

SIGN-IN 
When you sign in, please take a moment to review your information and if it needs to be changed, please let Lisa know of 
any changes needed especially to your email address.

	[image: ]

PARKERSVILLE 
We will not be participating in the Parkerville celebration this year due to the date being changed to a Friday in late July. The amount of time required by us is a lot more and the parking is very limited. It also tends to be very hot at that time of the year. 
 
FACEBOOK 
We need someone to take over the face book. If interested see Mike Q. or Debbie W. 
 
CHAPTER BUSINESS CARDS 
If you need chapter business cards with your name on them, please see Lisa Y. or Debbie W. 
 
MYRTLE POINT 
Final call for you to sign up to help with the kids on Saturday, May 2, 2026. Bring your pan, snuffer bottles and chair. Lunch is provided. We have pop up tents, tables, panning tubs, etc. There is dry camping is available or lots of R.V. parks and motels/hotels in the area. I have made arrangements with a motel in the area for a discount. This is a great experience for us and the kids. See Debbie W. with any questions and please sign up to help. 
 
SAPPHIRE MINES 
This is a chapter outing from June 25th-28th. If you want to go on this trip and will be driving, please be sure you sign up as we need a head count for the various places we will be visiting as a group. This lets various sites have plenty of staff on hand to help. Contact Debbie W. if you have any questions.
 
RAFFLE TICKETS 
All raffle tickets for our raffles are $1 each or 6 for $5. Raffles are the main source of income for the chapter and help to pay the rent, storage fees, buy raffle prizes, etc. We will draw for the Miner’s Raffle prizes at the end of the meeting. Tickets are still available. 
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Executive  Board       
	(Elected) 
	 
	 	 

	President     
	Debbie Witcher  
	360-695-3215 
	ddWitcher@yahoo.com 	 

	Vice President        
	 
	 
	 	 

	Secretary    
	Van Hord 	 
	360-699-2174 
	vmeter@comcast.net 	 

	Treasurer  
	Michele Quackenbush 
	 360 608-5345
	quacky@pacifier.com 	 

	Assistant Treasurer 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Board of Directors 
	(Elected ) 
	 
	 	 

	 
	Ron Koppi 
	360-921-3833 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	 
	Maurine Koppi 
	360-907-9295 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	 
	Jeanne Gieg 
	360-673-3179 
	jeannegieg@gmail.com 	 

	 
	Preston Griffin  
	360-903-2054  
	griff11546@gmail.com 	 

	 
	Charlie Hord 
	360-910-8414 
	batray@comcast.net 	 

	 
	Jan Hurtubise 
	360-571-2473 
	eyedocmebe@comcast.net 	 

	 
	Van Meter Hord 
	360-699-2174 
	vmeter@comcast.net 	 

	 
	Lisa Young 
	 503-260-2698
	Lbw.young@gmail.com 	 

	 
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Claims Chair 
	Preston Griffin 
	360-903-2054 
	griff11546@gmail.com 	 

	State Director (WA) 
	(Appointed by GPAA) 
	 
	 	 

	 
	Steve Lewin 
	971-212-5996 
	goldpan123@yahoo.com  	 

	Committees / Chairs 
	(Appointed by chapterPresident )
	 
	 	 

	Education 
	 
	  
	 	 

	Equipment Manager 
	Dennis Witcher 
	360-695-3215 
	ddwitcher@yahoo.com 	 

	Assistant 
	Ron Koppi 
	360-921-3833 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	Fundraising Coordinator
	Debbie Witcher 
	360-695-3215 
	ddwitcher@yahoo.com 	 

	Assistant 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Hospitality 
	Jeanne Gieg 
	360-673-3179 
	jeannegieg@gmail.com 	 

	Assistant 
	Maurine Koppi 
	360-907-9295 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	Assistant 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Picnic, Holiday Din-
	Jeanne Gieg 
	360-673-3179 
	jeannegieg@gmail.com 	 

	Assistant 
	Maurine Koppi 
	360-907-9295 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	Librarian 
	Queenie Garden 
	360-839-4802 
	 sharongarden@gmail.com	 

	Membership 
	Lisa Young 
	503-260-2698 
	Lbw.young@gmail.com 	 

	Newsletter  
	Mark Mattila 
	360-609-6813 
	chipper49@outlook.com 	 

	Outing Coordinator 
	Jamie Louie 
	971-212-5664 
	jamlou@comcast.net	 

	Assistant 
	
	
		 

	Safety Officer 
	Ron Koppi 
	360-921-3833 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	Assistant 
	Steve Keesee 
	360-269-2341 
	None 	 

	 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Sargent at Arms 
	Steve Keesee 
	360-269-2341 
	None 	 

	 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Sunshine 
	Ann Erickson 
	503-801-1452
	annerickson5755@comcast.net 	 

	T-Shirts 
	Maurine Koppi 
	360-907-9295 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	Webmaster 
	Jan Hurtubise 
	360-571-2473 
	eyedocmebe@comcast.net 	 

	Historian 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Assistant 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Gold Buyer 
	Ron Koppi  
	360-921-3833 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	 Pay Dirt		 
	Debbie Witcher  
	360-695-3215
	ddWitcher@yahoo.com



Other committees will be formed as needed. Please let Debbie Witcher know if your name was missed or if you would like to serve.  
	
	
	
	

	 Name Tags 	 
	Queenie Garden 
	 360-839-4802
	 sharongarden@gmail.com	 

	Awards 
	Debbie Witcher 
	360-695-3215 
	ddwitcher@yahoo.com 	 

	Picnic and Holiday 
	Jeanne Gieg 
	360-673-3179 
	jeannegieg@gmail.com 	 

	Assistant 
	Maurine Koppi 
	360-907-9295 
	koppi@comcast.net 	 

	Assistant 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Facebook 
	 
	
	 	 

	Assistant 
	 
	 
	 	 

	Raffle 
	Tammy Binford 
	503-766-7814
	 kaycbear99@gmail.com

	Assistant 
	Charlie Hord 
	 
	 	 

	Assistant
	Ron Koppi                       
	360-921-3833
	 koppi@comcast.net

	Assistant
	
	
	

	Chapter Store
	Dennis Witcher 	 
	360-695-3215	 
	ddWitcher@yahoo.com

	
	
	
	

	Chapter mailing address: 5400 NE Highway 99 Ste G Vancouver WA 98665 



	 
			 

Links 
 
Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/southwestwashingtongoldprospectors  
 
Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/ 
 
HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/ 
 
GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/ 
 
HPA application process. 
 
http://mylandmatters.com/ 

 






Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities

  
	Designs of all kinds 
360-892-5597 
	McCord’s Vancouver Toyota 
	AKAU Lodge 
760-500-1329 

	AAA Precious Metals 
503-253-8591 
	Creekside Prospecting 
	Roaring Camp 
209 296-4100 

	Whites Metal Detectors 
	Armadillo Mining 
	Spin it Off 

	Chinook Winds Casino & Resort 
	Fossickers 
	The Gold Lab 

	Quick Badge 
	Gold Getter 
	Northwest Detector Sales 

	Danner Boots 
	Danas Classic Hair Supply 
	Oregon Treasure Trail Society 

	Lost Adams 
541-340-0931 
	Packwood Prospecting and Mining 
Supply 
	American Mining Supply 

	Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup 
	Topside Mining 
	 

	Prospectors Treasure Trove 
Dan Rouse 971-708-8699 
	 
	 


 	 	 
Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be doing interviews with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them.
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