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 Southwest Washington Gold Prospectors August 2026     

Next Meeting August 9th 2:00 pm, Board Meeting 12:30 pm   

   
   
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE     

   
A lot of us are taking advantage of the summer weather and enjoying the outdoors. Please be prepared to stay 

overnight in case of emergency, let someone know where you are going and when you will return. Have plenty 

of water with you.  

Please check on fires in the area you are going. Have fun and be safe!  

See you at the meeting!  

Your President, Debbie W.  

  

PICNIC  

The picnic will again be held at Daybreak Park. Set up to start 8:30 am -9:00 am. If you have any tables or 

popups, please let me know if you are able to bring them. We always need some extra ones.  

Doug and Lou Buckendahl have volunteered to bring a bar-b-que and do the cooking.  The chapter will provide 

meat and buns as well as the condiments, and dinnerware.   

Please bring 1 or 2 dishes for the potluck and at least 2 bags of ice to help keep the food cold. Also, don’t forget 

to bring your chairs and beverage of choice.  

We will play bingo with lots of prizes and hold our regular raffles. We will be drawing the winners for the 

Miner’s raffle also. Tickets for all raffles will be available for purchase.  

There will be gifts for the kids plus much more.  

Please sign up so we know how much food to purchase. Give us an idea of what dishes you may be bringing.  

  

NO SEPTEMBER MEETING  

We will not be holding a meeting in September, but will take care of any necessary business at the picnic on 

September 20th.  

  

TREATS  

We will be serving ice cream sundaes at our August meeting.  
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CLAIM OUTINGS  

Here are some dates for the claim outings:  

Tanner will be holding an outing on August 25, 2026 

Chris will be holding an outing on August 22, 2026 

Jamie’s  will be announced at meeting  

 

MAMMOTHS  

The chapter will not have a trip to the Mammoth dig site and education facility. There were not enough people 

who signed up to make arrangements for the chapter. However, you can still go on your own until October 3, 

2026. Check for open status due to wildfires in the area.  

 

PAYDIRT  

The chapter store will have a new supply of paydirt available at the August meeting.  

 

NEXT YEAR’S GEM OUTING  

Plans are in process for a trip at the end of June 2027 to the Opal mines and Sunstone mines in Southern 

Oregon and Northern Nevada. If you are interested in going, please sign up. This is not a commitment to go I 

just need a number for those interested. We will again be making arrangements for those who want to carpool 

to go in a van.  

  

MINERS RAFFLE  

Raffle prizes are:  

Gold piece  

Metal detector  

The Green Meadows club membership  

Pair of camp/patio chairs  

Myrtle wood charcutier tray/ Cutting Board  

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5. Once we sell 800 tickets I will add another prize, and for each additional 400 

tickets sold I will add another prize.  

 

NAME TAGS  

When we have an order for 10 or more name tags, we will process the order. Cost for the name tags is $10 each.  
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Something’s Cooking   
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EXECUTIVE BOARD   (Elected)           

President   Debbie Witcher   360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Vice-President    Tony Hess   360-253-6641   hesskidd@msn.com   

Secretary   Van Hord   360-699-2174   vmeter@comcast.net    

Treasurer   
Mike (Michele) 

Quackenbush   360-608-5345   quacky@pacifier.com   

Assistant Treasurer   Vacant           

BOARD OF DIRECTORS   (Elected)           

    Ron Koppi   360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

    Maurine Koppi   360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    

    Jeanne Gieg   360-673-3179   jeannegieg@gmail.com   

    Preston Griffin   360-903-2054   griff11546@gmail.com    

    Charlie Hord   360-910-8414   batray@comcast.net    

    Jan Hurtubise   360-571-2473   eyedocmebe@comcast.net    

    Van Meter Hord   360-699-2174   vmeter@comcast.net    

    Lisa Young   503-260-2698   Lbw.young@gmail.com   

    Michael Kersteter   360-852-6381     

Claims Chair   Preston Griffin   360-903-2054   griff11546@gmail.com    

State Director (WA)   (Appointed by GPAA)   

    Steve Lewin    971-212-5996    goldpan123@yahoo.com    

Committee / Chairs   (Appointed by chapter President)   

Education   ?           

Equipment Manager   Dennis Witcher   360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Assistant   Ron Koppi   360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

Fund Raising 

Coordinator   Debbie Witcher   360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Assistant   Vacant           

Hospitality   Jeanne Gieg   360-673-3179   jeannegieg@gmail.com   

Assistant   Maurine Koppi   360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    



5      

Assistant   Vacant           

Picnic/Holiday   Jeanne Gieg   360-673-3179   jeannegieg@gmail.com   

Assistant   Maurine Koppi   360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    

Assistant   Vacant           

Librarian   Queenie (Sharon) Garden   360-839-4802   sharongarden@gmail.com   

Membership   Lisa Young   503-260-2698   Lbw.young@gmail.com   

Newsletter   Mark Mattila   360-609-6813   chipper49@outlook.com    

    
             

Outing Coordinator   Jamie Louie   971-212-5664   jamlou@comcast.net    

Assistant   Vacant           

Safety Officer   Preston Griffin 360-903-2054  griff11546@gmail.com  

Assistant   Steve Keesee   360-269-2341   None   

Sargent at Arms   Steve Keesee   360-269-2341   None   

Sunshine   Ann Erickson   503-801-1452   annerickson5755@comcast.net    

T-Shirts   Maurine Koppi   360-907-9295   koppi@comcast.net    

Web Master   Jan Hurtubise   360-571-2473   eyedocmebe@comcast.net    

Historian   Vacant           

Assistant   Vacant           

Gold Buyer   Ron Koppi   360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

Pay Dirt   Debbie Witcher   360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Name Tags   Queenie (Sharon) Garden   360-839-4802   sharongarden@gmail.com   

Awards   Debbie Witcher   360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    

Facebook   Vacant           

Assistant   Vacant           

Raffle   Tammy Binford   503-766-7814   kaycbear99@gmail.com   

Assistant   Charlie Hord   360-910-8414   batray@comcast.net    

Assistant   Ron Koppi   360-921-3833   koppi@comcast.net    

Assistant   Vacant           

Chapter Store   Dennis Witcher   360-695-3215   ddwitcher@yahoo.com    
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Chapter Mailing Address: 5400 NE Highway 99, Ste G, Vancouver, WA 98665   

   
   

Links     
     

Website: www.SWWGoldProspectors.org     
     

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/southwestwashingtongoldprospectors      
     

Gold and Fish Book: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/mining/     
     

HPA Rulemaking web page: https://wdfw.wa.gov/licensing/hpa/rulemaking/     
     

GPAA https://www.goldprospectors.org/     
     

HPA application process.     
     

http://mylandmatters.com/     

FACEBOOK EDUCATION LINKS HERE     
     

 

Thanks  to these companies for supporting our activities.       
Designs of all kinds     
360-892-5597     

McCord’s Vancouver Toyota     AKAU Lodge     
760-500-1329     

AAA Precious Metals     
503-253-8591     

Creekside Prospecting     Roaring Camp     
209 296-4100     

Whites Metal Detectors     Armadillo Mining     Spin it Off     

Chinook Winds Casino & Resort     Fossickers     The Gold Lab     

Quick Badge     Gold Getter     Northwest Detector Sales     

Danner Boots     Danas Classic Hair Supply     Oregon Treasure Trail Society     

Lost Adams     
541-340-0931     

Packwood Prospecting and Mining    
Supply     

American Mining Supply     
 

 

Ron Farnsworth Scrap Metal Pickup     
 

Topside Mining     Prospectors Treasure Trove    
 Dan Rouse 971-708-8699     

      
Please support these vendors as they support us with contributions and in many cases discounts. We will be 

doing interviews with many of them so we can get to know a little more about them. 
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